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[E] [And why] not by the letter A? Because it is in the word “cursing.” 
The Holy One, blessed be he, said, “I created my world only by the 
letter B lest its inhabitants say, ‘How can a world created by the 
word “cursing” endure?’ But, behold, I create it by the letter B in 
the word ‘blessing,’ and perhaps it will endure.” 


R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “By two letters were the two 
worlds [this world and the world to come] created. One [was created] 
by H and the other by Y. What is the reason? ‘Trust in the Lord 
forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock’ (Isa. 26:4). 

[‘Rock’ (sur) is here read as sar, ‘to fashion.’ ] We do not know which 
was created by H and which by Y, except from that which is written: 
‘These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created, [in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens]’ 
(Gen. 2:4). 


“By H he created them. This world was created by H and the next by 
Y. As H is open beneath, this indicates that all the inhabitants of the 
world shall go down to Sheol. As H has an upward projection, after 
they have gone down [to Sheol] they shall go up [to heaven]. As H is 
open on every side, so a door is open to all who repent. As Y is bent, 
so all the inhabitants of the world shall be bent: ‘[Ask now, and see, 
can a man bear a child? Why then do I see every man with his hands 
on his loins like a woman in labor?] Why has every face turned 
pale?’ (Jer. 30:6)” [referring to the Day of Judgment]. 


“When David realized [lit., saw] this, he began to praise with the two 
letters: ‘Praise, O servants of the Lord, praise the name of the 
Lord’” (Ps. 113:1). 


[I] R. Yudan Nesia asked R. Samuel bar Nahman, “Why is it written, 
‘By means of his name [YAH] lift up a song to him who rides on 
the clouds, and exult before him’ (Ps. 68:4)?” 


[J] He said to him, “There is no place that has not an officer 
[supervising] its entrance. And who is the officer [supervising] the 
entry of all? The Holy One, blessed be he; for YAH is his name.” 


[K] He said to him, “R. Eleazar, your master, did not interpret it thus, 
but [he compared it] to a king who built a palace in a place of 
pipes, dunghills, and garbage heaps. Whoever comes and says, 
‘This palace is in a place of pipes, dunghills, and garbage heaps,’ 
does he not make it seem contemptible? So whoever says, ‘In the 
beginning the world was water upon water,’ makes it seem 
contemptible. [He also compared it] to a king’s garden with an 
upper room built over it. One may look at it, but not touch it.” 


